A HISTORY OF POLAND
to return to the capital At St. Petersburg he had the
daring to publish his famous work Conrad Wallenrod.
Wallcnrod, a patriotic Lithuanian, lived at the time of the
tyrannous regime of the Teutonic Knights in Lithuania.
Inspired with the passion for revenge and retribution,
he joined the Order, became its head, and then seized
the first opportunity to lead it deliberately to disaster.
The Poles were quick to grasp the suggestion of Mickic-
wicz's poem, and enlisted in large numbers in the army
of the Grand Duke Constantino, then Viceroy of Poland.
The training and information thus acquired they used
to good purpose in the rising of November 29, 1830,
when they drove the Russian governor and his troops
out of Warsaw.
Meanwhile the author of the inspiration himself at fust
escaped arrest, owing to the fact that the Russians but
tardily realized the import of the book. When die order
for his arrest was issued, friendly influence in high
quarters delayed its execution, and Mickicwicz was given
time to flee the country. For the rest of his life he lived
abroad, the most noted of many notable exiles from his
afflicted native land. He travelled in Germany, Switzer-
land, and Italy, and finally in France. At Weimar he
met Goethe, in company with his friend and eulogist
Odyniec; at Geneva he made the acquaintance of Sigis-
mund Krasinski, a fellow poet of hardly less repute; at
Venice he abandoned himself entirely and passionately
to the influence of Byron; at Paris he became the leader
and prophet of the growing group of Polish exiles-
dedicating to them his Book of the Polish Pilgrims and
arousing at the same time their reverent enthusiasm for
the master himself and their ardour for the cause of their
country. At Paris, too, he received from the French
Government the Chair of Slavonic Literature at the
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